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For Lifetime Achievement—Special
Contribution to Society and the State:
to the Israel Democracy Institute

The center with the greatest professional and public
influence on the constitutional and democratic discourse
in Israel, for its important three-tiered activity—
information, research, and dialogue with decision-makers
and implementers—for its evident contribution to Knesset
legislation, to structural reforms in the executive branch,
to curricula in secondary schools and institutions of
higher education, and to the facilitation of dialogue at the
heart of the rifts in Israeli society, and for the development
of a cluster of programs, the most prominent of which are
the Caesarea Economic Forum, the Prime Minister’s
Forum, and the crowning endeavor—Constitution by
Consensus.
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For Lifetime Achievement—
Special Contribution to Society and the State
to the Israel Democracy Institute

The Israel Democracy Institute (IDI) is a leading agent of change in
Israeli society. It is an apolitical, nonpartisan body operating on the
seam between politics and academia. Its studies serve as resources
of the first order for policy makers, for the legislative branch, and
for many other institutions in Israel. The Institute promotes
dialogue among various sectors in Israeli society as well as between
the leadership of the state, the academic world and public
institution. It conducts numerous programs for strengthening
democracy in Israel and contributes greatly to the social fortitude of
the State.

Main Areas of Endeavor and Achievements

+ Initiating the Constitution by Consensus project in order to
formulate a constitution acceptable to all sectors of Israeli
society and further its promulgation

+ Assembling research material and data for numerous legislative
bills in the areas of democracy, society, economics, and law in
Israel as well as comparative information regarding other
democracies

¢+ Producing research and position papers on topics related to
Israeli society

¢+ Founding the Caesarea Forum—the annual economic conference
of the leaders of the economy

¢+ Establishing the Prime Minister’s Forum—meetings between the
prime minister and representatives of religious Zionism and
gatherings with representatives of the Arab sector in Israel to
deliberate on fundamental issues

¢+ Establishing the Army and Society Forum, which joins members
of the Israel Defense Force General Staff and opinion shapers in
Israel, for discussion of topics that lie between army and society

¢+ Conducting a public campaign to encourage participation in
Knesset elections

¢+ Launching the Electoral Compass project—an online initiative
enabling every citizen to examine which parties are closest to
his/her own positions on a range of issues

+ Holding the President’s Conference, an annual gathering with
the leaders of the three branches of government, to discuss the
Democracy Index, which examines the status of democracy in
Israel according to dozens of different standards

¢+ Awarding the Democracy Award to prominent individuals




¢+ Launching the program Rabbinate and Sovereignty in order to
reach broad consensus on issues of religion and state

+ Establishing the Knesset Legislative Information Center by
training interns to serve as professional assistants to the
Knesset committees chairpersons

¢+ Launching an educational program for inculcating democratic
values among Israeli students

¢+ Establishing the Israel Democracy Library
¢+ Publishing the journal The Seventh Eye for critique of the media

Principal Officials of the Institute

President and Founder: Dr. Arye Carmon

Vice President, Research on Democracy: Prof. Mordechai Kremnitzer
Vice President, Research on the Jewish State: Prof. Yedidia Z. Stern
International Chairman: Bernard Marcus

Honorary Chairman: George Shultz

Senior Fellows

Prof. Asher Arian

Prof. Avi Ben-Bassat

Prof. Tamar Hermann

Prof. Eyal Naveh

Prof. Eli Shaltiel

Prof. Yuval Shany

Prof. Anita Shapira

Dr. Momi Dahan

Publications

IDI publishes hundreds of books, studies, and position papers in a
wide variety of fields relating to Israeli society, government and
governance, security, and other topics. Among the most outstanding
publications in recent years are:

2005




A

Religion and State in Twentieth-Century Jewish Thought (Aviezer
Ravitzky, ed.)

Paradoxes of Democracy: Fragility, Continuity, and Change
(Shmuel Noah Eisenstadyt)

Constitution by Consensus: The Proposal of the Israel Democracy
Institute (under the leadership of Meir Shamgar)

The Secret of Its Strength: The Yesha Council and Its Campaign
Against the Security Fence and the Disengagement Plan (Anat
Roth)

Brethren Dwelling Together: Othodoxy and Non-Orthodoxy in
Israel — Positions, Propositions and Accords (Uri Dromi)

2006

¢

Following the Multitude: Rabbinic Attitudes Towards Democracy
in Israel (Yair Sheleg)

Are All Actions Acceptable in the Face of Terror? On Israel’s Policy
of Preventative (Targeted) Killing (Mordechai Kremnitzer)

The Battle of the 21st Century: Democracy Fighting Terror (forum
chaired by Dan Meridor)

The Balance of Power in the Budgeting Process (Avi Ben-Bassat
and Momi Dahan)

The Apple of Democracy's Eye: Freedom of Expression and Its
Limitations (Lesson plans: Efrat Rahaf)

2007

¢

Whose Land Is It? A Quest for a Jewish-Arab Compact in Israel
(Uzi Benziman)

The Jewishness of Israel (Aviezer Ravitzky and Yedidia Stern,
eds.)

Why Is Poverty Widespread in Israel? (Discussion at the
Caesarea Forum led by Momi Dahan)

2008

¢

¢

The Ownership of a Corporation: Theory, Law, Reality (Yedidia Z.
Stern)

Auditing Israeli Democracy 2008: Between the State and Civil
Society (Asher Arian, Tamar Hermann, et al.)

Fraud and Breach of Trust (Mordechai Kremnitzer, Doron Navot,
et al.)

Public Corruption (Doron Navot)

2009

¢

¢

Reinventing Israeli Democracy: A Plan for Reforming Governability
in Israel (Arye Carmon)

Corporate Goal (Yedidia Z. Stern)




For Lifetime Achievement—
Special Contribution to Society and the State
to the Israel Democracy Institute

“Israeli democracy is still at the beginning of its development and in
stages of fashioning its identity,” says Dr. Arye (Arik) Carmon,
founder and president of IDI. “Israel is very busy engaging with
existential questions—relating to security, economy, and society—
and therefore decision-makers deal mainly with burning, short-term
issues. We have taken upon ourselves to grapple with medium- and
long-term issues, so as to provide government with tools to address
them.”

IDI is the result of the vision of Dr. Carmon, a historian who
researched Nazi Germany among other subjects. “My doctorate
focused on Heidelberg University during the rise of the Nazis, and
the experience of dealing with the ivory tower in a period of political
crisis is deeply etched in my consciousness,” he relates. “I
understood that my mission was to leave the ivory tower and use
knowledge to influence political processes.” During the 1980s,
Carmon began to design the content and structural basis for an
applied research institute that would serve state and society in
Israel. He began to raise funds to enable the Institute to operate as
an independent, apolitical, nonpartisan body. The institute was
founded in 1991, with the assistance of businessman Bernard
Marcus, with the aim of planning policy and reforms in government,
public administration, democratic institutions, and the ethical
infrastructure of the state.

“The Institute operates in three tiers,” Carmon explains. “The
informational level deals with assembling the data needed to
develop recommendations in its fields of research, and especially in
comparison to other democracies. On the basis of interns trained at
the Institute, the Knesset established its Research Center.” For this
activity the Institute was awarded a special certificate of
appreciation from the Speaker of the Knesset.

“The backbone of the Institute’s activity is the research tier,” says
Carmon. “Here the best minds conduct research on democracy in
Israel, on the links between religion and state, on the nation-state
in Israel, and many other subjects. The results produced by these
scholars serve in the legislative process in the Knesset and in the
design of programs for reform in the executive branch; they are also




presented to the justices of the Israel Supreme Court. Each
research paper is accompanied by recommendations for its
implementation. The third tier is dialogue with decision-makers and
those charged with implementing policy decisions. IDI initiated a
series of meetings between the leadership of the state and
representatives of the academic world and other bodies. The most
prominent of these are the Caesarea Economic Forum; the Prime
Minister’s Forum, which thus far has dealt with religious Zionism
and with the Arabs of Israel; the Army and Society Forum, which
brings together members of the General Staff of the Israel Defense
Force and prominent public figures.”

The crowning endeavor of the third layer is the Constitution by
Consensus project that began in 2000. A team of experts from IDI
drafted a proposal for a constitution, and in 2005 the institute
established a Constitution by Consensus non-profit association,
headed by Supreme Court President (Emeritus) Meir Shamgar, who
led the team that formulated the draft. The association and IDI
work jointly to promote public awareness of the importance of a
constitution for Israel and to enlist decision-makers in the effort to
legislate a constitution. “The constitution project is an example of
those areas in which we proceed from a position of consultation to
the arena of action,” says Carmon. “Another example is our struggle
to annul the direct election of the prime minister, which was
crowned with success in 2001.”

In addition to the areas of activity noted above, IDI works in many
ways to strengthen democracy in Israel. A public campaign led by
IDI calling to vote in the national elections was highly successful in
reversing the trend of decline in voter turnout in the most recent
election. Some 800,000 people took part in the online Election
Compass campaign which, through responses to a series of
questions, made it possible for the voter to examine which parties
are closest to his/her positions. Every year the IDI publishes the
Democracy Index, which evaluates public confidence in the political
system and public bodies and provides a constant, reliable
measuring standard for Israeli democracy. Every few years the
institute bestows the Democracy Award on an individual who has
made a special contribution to strengthening and fostering
democracy.

Another central activity is aimed at promoting dialogue between
religious and secular Jews in Israel and reaching a compromise on
topics at the focal point of the friction between religion and state,
such as the Sabbath and marriage. Representatives of IDI hold




meetings and public discussions with rabbis and public figures, as
well as initiate legislative proposals in this sphere.

In recent years IDI’s researchers have been dealing extensively with
issues of security and democracy. The Institute’s positions stood at
the base of the formulation of the General Security Services Law. “It
is important that the fight for the security of the state and the
means used in the struggle against terror meet the standards of
human rights,” says Carmon.

IDI has also established the Democracy Library. Its researchers deal
extensively with the freedom of speech in Israel and research of the
media. The Institute publishes the journal The Seventh Eye (now
available in an online edition), which deals with critique of the
media in Israel.

“Israel’s ability to cope with external threats depends first of all on
its internal fortitude and on the strength of Israel a democratic
society,” Carmon concludes. “Our institute definitely contributes to
the national fortitude of the State of Israel.”




For Lifetime Achievement—
Special Contribution to Society and the State
to the Israel Democracy Institute

THE JUDGES’ REASONS

The Israel Democracy Institute, under the leadership of its founder
and president, Dr. Arik Carmon, is today the body with the greatest
professional and public influence on the constitutional and
democratic discourse in Israel and on planning administrative,
normative, and government reforms in the institutions of Israeli
democracy. It is perceived by the widest range of segments of Israeli
society as the only fair body that has acquired the authority to
facilitate dialogue at the heart of the rifts tearing Israeli society
apart.

The president of the Institute—Dr. Arik Carmon, a native of
Jerusalem—completed his master’s degree with distinction at the
Hebrew University and was awarded a doctorate by the University of
Wisconsin. For seventeen years he lectured at Ben-Gurion and Tel
Aviv universities and of late, at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Under Dr. Carmon’s guidance, IDI has established its programs and
activities on the seam between the world of policy makers, elected
and appointed officials on the one hand, and the realm of ideas and
knowledge on the other. IDI’s vision, as set forth by its founder and
president, is to place on the table of decision-makers and
implementers concrete programs aimed at reinforcing, bettering,
and improving the ethical and normative frameworks and
structures of Israeli democracy.

IDI operates on three levels: the first is the information level, which
serves the other two, and to that end an information center was
established that collects relevant data for the development of
proposals in each of the research areas. The second layer, research,
is the backbone of IDI. Over the years of its existence, IDI has
recruited the best intellects to conduct applied research. IDI’s vice
presidents are Prof. Mordechai Kremnitzer, Vice President for
Research on Democracy, and Prof. Yedidia Stern, Vice President for
Research on Israel as a Jewish State. Two recipients of the Israel
Prize are among the IDI’s senior fellows: Prof. Aviezer Ravitzky and
Prof. Anita Shapira. The third layer, the level of dialogue with




decision-makers and policy implementers, is comprised of a cluster
of projects developed in recent years, which include the Caesarea
Forum, the Prime Minister’s Forum, the Army and Society Forum,
the Police and Society Forum, and the Round Tables Project, and
the crowning endeavor of a Constitution by Consensus.

FOR ALL THE FOREGOING THE ISRAEL
DEMOCRACY INSTITUTE IS WORTHY OF
RECEIVING THE ISRAEL PRIZE IN THE FIELD OF
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT - SPECIAL
CONTRIBUTION TO STATE AND THE SOCIETY FOR
THE YEAR 5769 [2009].

Judges:
Prof. Ya'acov Frenkel, Chairman
Prof. Ella Belfer

Major General (Res.) Yair Naveh




