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Mr. Abe Sofer: There were no restraints set by legislation
on the power of the executive branch in the United States, to
identify individuals abroad for assassination. until 1976
periodically, the United States government would be involved
in assassinations or in planned assassinations, or would
assist groups abroad in having individuals or groups of

individuals attacked.

This was done by our intelligence services, not the
military, and they were not screened and approved by the
State Department.  Frequently they were implemented

without consultation with the President.

In 1976 President Ford issued an executive order
prohibiting all assassinations, and Every President thereafter

has issued a similar executive work.



The United States does believe in the use of force in its
self-defense, but these actions must be a valid national
policy. They are examined by all our major agencies, then
essentially justified in the international community. We are
not embarrassed to admit that we use deadly force, and we
think Israel should not be embarrassed to do so at an

appropriate time.
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Mr. Abe Sofer: Is it true that it took 200 years to bring that
to fruition, but | assume it was not right to support the
continued assassination of people for the next 150 years in
Israel . Israel believes in due process of law and people are
being killed without a hearing. Israel does not believe in
capital punishment in its own courts, and it goes abroad and
kills people. Israel does not believe in exposing its troops to
unjustified risks, and they are willing to exchange an
enormous number of prisoners in order to get back their
citizens. Given those incongruities within your own system
you have a serious problem if you intend to go on doing these

things in principle.
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Mr. Abe Sofer: | do not agree with my colleagues that it
is easier for the United States than for Israel. Occasionally
they are able to get a country to give us someone to
prosecute criminally, but that is hardly significant in this

game.

We have had a long list of countries that support terrorism
, and it keeps getting longer. We have the same difficult

process that we go through when we consider taking action



abroad, and we reached the sorts of appraisals that Yossi
Sarid reached. We will also not engage in such actions

unless they have a very narrowly targeted incentive.

Dr. Arik Carmon: Abe, | would like to get your view about
international ramifications. How can we quantify the price that
Israel, with its isolation, with all the different limitations put
upon us, will perhaps pay for acts such as these, as an
indicator for decision makers before they make such

decisions?

Mr Abe Sofer: If you have a regular internal governmental
process, where all your major security and foreign policy
agencies participate, you can come to a much better
judgment about the price you might have to pay, as long as
you keep it off the regular tracks of uses of force, and put it on

a special track involving secret actions.

| like the principle that you care about people who attack
Jews. As a Jew, | am with you in believing, and as an
American we have the same principle. But we have been
brought to realize they we just cannot make everybody pay
for every evil thing. There is a need to realize that we can
only exert this extreme kind of measure in limited

circumstances.
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