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George Herbert Mead, Mind, Self, and Society: From the Standpoint of a Social 21
Behaviorist, Chicago: University of Chicago, 1962 [1934], pp. 135, 200-201

George Herbert Mead, The Philosophy of the Present, (Arthur E. Murphy ed.), 22
London: Open Court, 1932, pp. 1, 12, 32
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I submit that the only instance we have of prehension in experience is
this holding together of future and past as possibilities — for all pasts are
as essentially subject to revision as the futures, and are, therefore, only
possibilities.
George Herbert Mead, “The Objective Reality of Perspectives,” in: Edgar S. 71
Brightman (ed.), Proceedings of the Sixth International Congress of Philosophy, New
York: Longmans and Green, 1926, pp. 75-85 [repr. in: Filipe Carreira da Silva
(ed.), G. H. Mead: A Reader, London: Routledge, 2011, p. 20]
(MpPm2 SOWDRINa 24
History is the interpretation of the past in terms of the present as truly as
it is the interpretation of the present in terms of the past.
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These immigrant women, claimed the writers, exhibited dramatic
“psychological scars” caused by the fact that they had not adjusted to “modern
life” when “left almost to their own devices...”. Modern life on the margins of
Israeli society of the 1950s may, indeed, have caused psychological scars — not
because of the assumed “traditional mind” of these Iraqi or Kurdish women
but because of the humiliation and dehumanization these women experienced

in the hands of those who sought to “save” them and their children.

(Pnina Motzafi-Haller, Scholarship, Identity, and Power: Mizrahi Women in Israel,
26[3] S1GNs 697, 703 [2001] [online])
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From the Editors

The State of Israel has a dual identity. On the one hand, it is a member of the
family of democratic nations with a liberal and Western culture, while on the
other hand it is a unique country that serves as the nation-state of the Jewish
people. The influence of these two aspects—the universal and the particular—
is evident in all aspects of Israel’s public sphere: social, educational, cultural,
media, political, and legal. Each of these foci of identity is very powerful and
can exert significant influence on many of Israel’s citizens; together, they create
a climate of cultural diversity that is a hallmark of Jewish national life in our
times.

The duality of Western culture and traditional Jewish culture finds expression,
for example, in Israel’s constitutional definition as a “Jewish and democratic
state” The broad acceptance of this definition in Israeli discourse indicates that
it reflects the feelings of the great majority of Israel’s Jewish citizens accurately.
For them, Israeli sovereignty has an obligation to both these foci of identity.

Cultural duality has complex potential. On the positive side, it allows a variety
of cultural sources to exist, and the dialogue between them can inform and
enrich the ways in which individuals and communities construct their identity.
Duality can also contribute to the growth and development of each culture, due
to the challenge posed by its counterpart. In practice, however, any observer
of contemporary Israeli society will note the difficulty and tension inherent in
the competition between the two cultural identities, which overshadows the
positive potential of the duality. Proponents of these two identities present
them as conflicting alternatives, opponents in a culture war that is waged in
many arenas: ideological influence, political power, government budgets, and
more. This conflict has been going on, with changes of emphasis and style, since
the beginning of the Zionist revolution. Yet it appears that in our time it has
intensified, with Israel’s transition from consensual democracy to democracy
in crisis.



Against this background, Judaism, Sovereignty and Human Rights seeks to
establish a scholarly arena for discussing the interaction between the particular
aspects of Judaism—whether seen as a nationality, religion, or culture—and the
universal aspects of liberal culture, and especially the commitment to human
rights. It aims to explore this interaction both at the level of the individual, who
is the subject of human rights, and at the level of the Jewish and democratic
nation-state.

It should be noted that a significant share of the Israeli public views the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights with suspicion. These rights are often
seen as “alien,” as an expression of a foreign culture that threatens the state’s
Jewishness. We believe that a critical examination of this approach is warranted
and should ideally be conducted from a broad interdisciplinary perspective.
We hope that this journal will be a springboard for attempts at a bidirectional
undertaking: on the one hand, an exploration of Judaism’s approach to basic
liberal rights; on the other hand, an examination of the particular rights and
obligations of Judaism and their contemporary relevance for individuals and
for the collective, i.e., the Jewish and democratic nation-state.

Judaism, Sovereignty and Human Rights is first and foremost a journal of
the young scholars who have completed the prestigious three-year fellowship
program at the heart of the Israel Democracy Institute’s Human Rights and
Judaism program, which we, the editors of this journal, co-direct. This program
is part of an effort to develop a new field of intellectual inquiry and create an
elite cadre of young scholars who will shape Israel as a Jewish and democratic
state. Interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary in nature, the journal will enable
this group of leading scholars, who have expertise in a variety of disciplines
and hail from all of Israel’s universities, to share the fruits of their academic
labors at the start of their academic careers in Israel.

We envision this journal as a platform that will establish the study of the
interaction between Judaism, sovereignty, and human rights as a deep and
diverse field of knowledge. We will do our best to ensure that it fosters original
ideas and thought, in order to enrich future generations of Jews and inform the
most important Jewish undertaking of our times: the State of Israel.

Prof. Talia Fischer  Prof. Shahar Lifshitz  Prof. Yedidia Z. Stern



Abstracts

For out of Zion shall come forth the Law, and the
Word of the Lord—from Tel Aviv-Yafo
The Ethnography of Reform Simhat Torah Hakkafot

Elazar Ben-Lulu

The festival of Simhat Torah (the Rejoicing of the Law) is not prescribed in either
the Bible or Talmud. It is, instead, a custom that developed over the centuries
and has seen many changes. It first emerged in the time of the amora’im in
Babylonia as the day that marks the completion of the annual cycle of Sabbath
readings of the Torah and is known mainly for the processional circuits of the
synagogue and dancing with the Torah scrolls (hakkafot) and the calling to the
Torah (aliyot) of all the worshipers present. In recent years, some congregations
have made Simhat Torah the most prominent festival for removing the gender
barriers and allowed hakkafot by women. In Reform congregations, egalitarian
hakkafot, with men and women in the same line of worshipers, are a common
sight, a manifestation of the battle against the patriarchy.

In recognition of the power of dancing to construct social relations and
reflect various social and political processes, the article demonstrates how the
implementation of the custom by Reform congregations in Israel is constructed
as a practice of religious, national, and gender marking in the public space.
Thanks to the liberal ideology of Reform Judaism, the hakkafot bring to the
fore gender and sexual identities that had been excluded from participation
in Jewish rites over the generations. Dancing with the Torah creates a sense
of connection to the tradition of the past and permits a re-examination of the
relationship to the “sacred.” The dancing constitutes and reflects the movement
and the tension between tradition and innovation by identifying the role of the
body as a social agent in religious practice. In this way, the Reform Movement



marks its place in the public sphere as a present religious agency with the
power to challenge the patriarchal foundations of Jewish tradition. In addition,
the translation of the traditional ritual to the urban space of Tel Aviv-Yafo
illuminates the relations between Judaism imported from abroad and Judaism
native to Israel as well as the attitude towards the Arab residents of the city.

The Queen has no Home, the King has no Crown:
The Role of the Marital Metaphor in Shaping Theological-
Political Criticism in Talmudic Allegories

Shira Baror Melchior

The article examines the role of the marital metaphor in parables in the Israeli
midrashic litrature that are critical of the deity and of fundamental principles
of religious thought. Familiar analogies from daily life are often employed in
the royal allegories by the talmudic sages, which deal with the relationship
between the king (God) and his sons, his subjects, or his servants. But use
of the marital metaphor—and especially divorce, which raises the possibility
of the king’s separation from his lady and the dissolution of the covenant
between God and His people—triggers a series of weighty theological and
phenomenological questions. This applies with even greater force when the
parable depicts the king and his action in a negative light. Unlike apologetic
allegories that start from the assumption that the covenant will be restored,
the critical allegories paint a more complex picture and raise more questions
than they answer. And unlike the biblical gender hierarchy, which reflects a
theodicean picture in which God is compared to a loving and faithful husband
who waits patiently for his unfaithful wife-people to repent and return, the
midrash offers another portrait that emphasizes the wife-Israel’s innocence
and faithfulness and is critical of the God figure and his actions.

My argument is that these critical allegories, in which God is presented
as a man who refuses to divorce his wife and leaves her chained, indicate
the existence of an ethical mechanism that operates under the cover of the
exegetical framework. This mechanism lays bare the two faces of the religious
criticism—both the vertical axis (God-to-human beings/nation) and the
horizontal axis (man-woman). Beyond the challenge that the phenomenon
of critical allegories poses to the question of the limits of anthropomorphic
language and the issue of the deity’s perfection, I suggest that the figurative
use also challenges the set of normative categories themselves. The breakdown
of the marital metaphor into concrete legal categories and the use of familiar



normative halakhic terminology to express the critical message not only
reflects the attempt to capture the religious attitude in acceptable figurative
scenes; even more so, they reflect the sages choice to express the religious
problem by means of conscious reference to the ethical flaws underlying the
normative social structures themselves.

What’s Done is Done. Or is it?!
Resh Lakish and R. Johanan on the Past, the Present, and the
Right to be Forgotten

Yuval Goldfus

We are accustomed to thinking of time as a unidirectional flow, in which the
past determines the present, which in turn determines the future. However, in
the hyper-connected society of the early twenty-first century, and with the rise
of big data and machine learning, the relation between past and present, with
its implications for our future, is more complex than ever. Currently, the most
important right affecting the relationship between individuals and their past
is the right to be forgotten. Even though this right is discussed today mainly
in the context of the digital and online universe, it can be shown to have deep
roots in Jewish tradition in general and in the prohibition of “wronging another
person by words” (onaat devarim) in particular. Through a philosophical and
exegetical study of this prohibition and of the well-known talmudic story of
the encounter between R. Johanan and Resh Lakish, the article points to the
complexity of the relationship of past, present, and future, especially with
regard to one’s conception of self and the relationship between the individual
and society. In this way it illuminates novel aspects of the right to be forgotten.
The article proceeds by several stages. (1) the conceptual background of the
right to be forgotten; (2) an analysis of the roots of the prohibition of onaat
devarim; (3) a hermeneutical reading that probes the conceptual roots of the
two sages’ attitudes to the power of repentance and its ability to influence the
link between individuals and their past; (4) a deeper look at Resh Lakish’s
understanding of repentance by joining it to the thought of the American
philosopher George Herbert Mead, with regard to the concept of the self and
the link between the self and a person’s past. Finally, the article shows how
the linkage of Resh Lakish and Mead permits a complex and revolutionary
reading of the multidirectionality and reciprocal influences of present and
past, and thus serves as a basis for the right to be forgotten and a fruitful start
for understanding its goals.



“Even the Sparrow has found a Home” (Ps. 84:4)
The Fall into the Domestic Space and the Pains of the
Housewife as a Theological Drama in Sivan Har-Shefi’'s Sun
which Kohelet Knew Not

Tafat Hacohen-Bick

The article deals with Sivan Har-Shefi’s Sun which Kohelet Knew Not, which it
sees it as part of the broader phenomenon of emerging post-liberal religious
feminism.

The book is marked by inversions of perspective and depicts the drama
of the falling (or rising) of the soul into the body. I maintain that Har-Shefi
is returning to the house and human body and dealing with their concrete
material nature, and not only as a symbol of the upper worlds. By means of the
concept of “a house in the lower depths” the speaker—the soul, represented
by a flying bird—enters this world, replicating the psalmist’s “sparrow that has
found a home.” This inverts the feminist project, which is generally phrased
in terms of “liberation” and spatial expansion. Feminist literature is based on
agency and autonomy, on the possibility of sloughing offlimits and uncovering
one’s self. But Har-Shefi’s speaker chooses to fly into the house, inserts a slave-
ring in her earlobe, and seeks to relearn the labors of the household drudge.
In this way she proposes a post-liberal theological possibility of a speaker
who profits from the fruits of feminism but also criticizes and challenges the
liberal axioms.

“Large Families”: An Invitation for a Mizrahi Reading
into the Separation of Children from their Parents

Lihi Yona

In the public’s eye, the Israeli welfare system symbolizes the socialist state,
which is responsible for guaranteeing a decent standard of living to all in
every domain, including healthcare, education, housing, and employment.
Nevertheless, over the years there has been criticism of the system’s actions in
general and of its approach to depriving parents of custody of their children
in particular. The critics allege that the system is frequently too quick to
remove children from their parents’ care and place them in institutions or
with adoptive families. But almost all of the criticism ignores ethnic and
racial factors. The article attempts to lay theoretical foundations for a Mizrahi



legal reading of the modern operation of the welfare system and to illuminate
this reading’s potential to explain its organizing logic of recent years.

To this end, the article juxtaposes the racialized history of the welfare
and healthcare systems in the early days of Israel with the modern criticism,
oblivious to color, of its operation today. This interdisciplinary reading,
which links two related fields of discourse that do not traditionally intersect,
makes it possible to shed light on repeated motifs in the operation of the
modern welfare system. The argument is presented through three organizing
themes: first, the link between the racist discourse regarding the neglectful
Mizrahi mother and the contemporary professional terminology that defines
Mizrahi families and specifically Mizrahi mothers as deficient in parental
capacity; second, the lines of similarity between the historical existence of
a black market for children and the Yemenite, Mizrahi and Blakan children
affair, on the one hand, and modern adoption law in Israel, on the other;
and finally, the link between the eugenic paradigm that prevailed among
professionals in the early years of the state and the utilitarian discourse that
is sometimes at the heart of the question of what is best for the child. By
considering these three themes, the article brings to the surface the racist
historical background that spawned the key professional concepts that
guide the system and encourages future research into the racialized impact
of its work today.

On the Epistemology of Revelation and the
Ontology of the Torah

Erez Nir

The article examines Divine Revelation as the source of knowledge in
the Bible and in Judaism as a philosophical question associated with the
phenomenology of human knowledge and cognition. The position presented
here continues the path of Rabbi David Cohen (the Nazir), who proposed
a philosophical interpretation of Jewish epistemology from a neo-Kantian
perspective. In a similar fashion, the article interprets the concepts of
revelation using the universe of terms and questions posed by Husserl and
his followers. Revelation acquires its necessary meaning from attention to the
fundamental superfluity of the way in which human beings come to know
reality through intentional activities of the mind and the actual reality of the
apperception and other people. Revelation is a concrete moment in time, a
correspondence between the concepts of mind and the concrete superfluity



of being, a correspondence that is the source of all knowledge, and not only
of religious knowledge. The article endeavors to demonstrate, through a
phenomenological analysis of revelation in the Bible, that the manner in which
God appears to human beings does not point to the possibility of absolute
transcendent knowledge, but of a special form of knowledge of being, such asa
special form of alogical paradigm. The article then proposes a complementary
interpretation of the concept of “Torah” as it developed in the thought of the
talmudic sages, as a reality with an ontological character that preceded the
“world”—an interpretation that sees the Torah as understanding the special
world of that theory of cognition that bases itself on the immediate revelation
of the deity. Such a philosophical reading of the cognitive role of revelation
can serve as an opening for a new discourse of aspects of Judaism that are
taken as rigid religious facts by virtue of their status as divine revelation and
can expand the possibility of understanding such content in keeping with our
own contemporary reality.
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