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ABSTRACT

In recent years, it has been claimed that the mamlachtiut of the IDF is on
the decline. (“Mamlachtiut” is often understood to refer to the view that
the country should be placed above party and ideology. How exactly it
should be understood is a central concern of the present study.) This is the
background for the recent suggestion that mamlachtiut should be added as
another value in the ethical code of the IDF. The term itself is rather vague
but, as | explain in Chapter 1, concerns about the erosion of mamlachtiut
in the IDF are usually linked to concerns about what is referred to as the
“religionization” (“hadatta”) of the IDF. Critics of religionization believe
that the rise in the number of religious soldiers and officers threatens
its ability to carry out controversial missions, especially those concerning
withdrawal from parts of the Occupied Territories. They also argue that,
as a result of this growth, the IDF is becoming a sectorial body that serves
the national-religious ideology and worldview instead of being loyal to the
state and to the values shared by most Israelis. Discussions of mamlachtiut
in the IDF and discussions of religionization in the IDF are thus inherently

intertwined.

In the second chapter, | discuss these claims about religionization and

conclude that they should be rejected. The rise in the proportion of
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religious soldiers and officers in the IDF has not led to the results which
those who assert that a process of religionization is taking place have
warned against. The evidence for religionization is largely anecdotal, and
those on the religious Right have their own anecdotes on which to rely in
order to substantiate the opposite claim—that the IDF is becoming more
secular and less committed to Jewish and Zionist values. While the rise in
the number of religious soldiers has on occasion led to insufficient concern
for the interests of secular soldiers (especially female soldiers), it is not the
case that, overall, there is something bothersome in the relations between
secular and religious soldiers nowadays, nor does this rise pose any real

threat to the ethics or the professionalism of the IDF.

In the final chapter, | suggest principles for regulating the status of religion
and the relations between secular and religious soldiers in the IDF. These
principles are based on the assumption that the same rules that govern the
status of religion in the country in general should also apply to the military.
If the state can define itself as “Jewish,” then so can the IDF—for example,
in the design of its ceremonies. And since the state is democratic, its
military is also expected to apply democratic principles, particularly when
it comes to respecting its soldiers’ freedom of and freedom from religion.
These rights should be given a narrow interpretation: the right to freedom
of religion does not grant religious soldiers a right to shape the public
sphere in the military so that it accords entirely with the religious way of
life they are used to in their homes; and the right to freedom from religion
does not grant secular soldiers the right to shape the military space in an

entirely secular manner, completely free of religious symbols or content.

The principles presented in this chapter do not provide unequivocal answers
to all questions concerning the role of religion in the IDF. Ethical principles
are rarely up to such a task. They do, however, provide a framework for
rethinking the fundamental dilemmas involved in the management of
the military in a Jewish and democratic state, a state committed both to

Jewish history, culture, and religion, and to equality and human rights.
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