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ABSTRACT

Haredisocietyinlsraelischangingrapidly,especiallyintermsofemployment,
higher education, gender issues, and military and civilian national service.
Before our eyes a new, overt-covert facet of haredi society is evolving—
civic leadership immersed in activity on behalf of civil society and using
civic language and professional tools to achieve its aims. This haredi civic
activity diverges from the typical, traditional sorts of intra-community
charitable and benevolent activities, and the profiles and biographies of
the new leaders and activists do not necessarily conform to the familiar
haredi typology. In some cases the boundaries of haredi ideology are even
being stretched in new directions. It is hard to measure the growth of this
civic leadership in the haredi community precisely, but it is clearly evolving

rapidly with the help of various people outside haredi society.

Our findings indicate that this is a new phenomenon that is changing
patterns of activity in haredisociety. The work of the civic leaders is causing

substantial ripples in their communities, even if we cannot yet discern its

* Another author who wishes to remain anonymous took part in writing

this research paper.
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impact in all areas of life. Although the civic leaders are working toward
similar goals, their motivations vary, and so they have adopted different
methods of operation. The civic leadership is not yet united, and the high
personal price that its people are paying for their activity makes unity and

cooperation difficult.

Our Recommendations

(1) Development of human capital

Establishing a new leadership program, participating in existing training

programs, offering internships and mentoring
(2) Strengthening what already exists

Organizational and strategic advice for managers, professional training,

legal battles against delegitimation
(3) Fostering entrepreneurship

Developing new projects, establishing models for emulation, scaling up

the present civic activity
(4) Community and networking

Creating a haredi activist community, forming ties with nonprofit resource

organizations and with activist networks
(5) Civic awareness

Creating an organizing ethos, promoting multi-sector discourse,
monitoring civic indicators, collaborating with the haredi media and with
rabbis
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