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“In a variety of contexts, this Court has referred to a First Amendment
right to receive information and ideas” Kleindienst v. Mandel, 408 U.
S. 753,408 U. S. 762 (1972). What this means in the context of trials is
that the First Amendment guarantees of speech and press, standing alone,
prohibit government from summarily closing courtroom doors which had
long been open to the public at the time that Amendment was adopted.
“For the First Amendment does not speak equivocally... It must be taken
as a command of the broadest scope that explicit language, read in the

context of a liberty-loving society, will allow”.

.Press Enterprise Co. v Superior Court, 467 U.S. 501, 508 (1984) 01 IX9
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Instead of acquiring information about trials by first hand observation or

by word of mouth from those who attended, people now acquire it chiefly

through the print and electronic media.
Beverly McLachlin, The Relationship Between the Courts and the News Media, 23
in THE COURTS AND THE MEDIA: CHALLENGES IN THE ERA OF DIGITAL AND SocCIAL
MEepia 24, 32 (Patrick Keyzer et al., eds., 2012):

Television, as a medium, has the power to place the public inside the
court room and actually observe the proceedings. If openness is the
objective, this is about as good as it can get.
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A trial courtroom is a public place where the people generally — and
representatives of the media — have a right to be present, and where
their presence historically has been thought to enhance the integrity and
quality of what takes place.
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Assessment of the Use of Cameras in State and Federal Courts, 18 Ga. L. REv.
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While we have concluded that the due process clause does not prohibit
electronic media coverage of judicial proceedings per se, by the same
token, we reject the argument of the [Post-Newsweek stations] that the
first and sixth amendments to the United States Constitution mandate
entry of the electronic media into judicial proceedings. in re Petition of
Post-Newsweek Stations, Florida, Inc., 370 So. 2d 764, 774 (Fla. 1979).
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In the first place [...] there is no constitutional right to have [live witness]
testimony recorded and broadcast. Second, while the guarantee of a
public trial, in the words of Mr. Justice Black, is ‘a safeguard against any
attempt to employ our courts as instruments of persecution,’ it confers
no special benefit on the press. Nor does the Sixth Amendment require
that the trial — or any part of it — be broadcast live or on tape to the
public. The requirement of a public trial is satisfied by the opportunity of
members of the public and the press to attend the trial and to report what
they have observed.
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(11" Cir. 1983)
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Westmoreland v. Columbia Broad Sys., Inc., 752 F.2d 16, 23 (2™ Cir. 1984): 56

There is along leap [...] between a public right under the First Amendment
to attend trials and a public right under the First Amendment to see a
given trial televised. It is a leap that is not supported by history. It is a leap
that we are not yet prepared to take.

32



YNIW DOYWDN N2 Y HNITITIFTIR TIP'0

D'TYU YU nUDBUN (N)

DMWPN CYINR DY MINoun DYDY DY 00byn 0v1I3n 9o 2pn
0172 5177 DRORILIDT NHYA 7770192IRT O DIV XT3 ,0DWHT NINDIRI
0°97%% PINTIR DO LBWR 2°%Ra DIV NI27 D°AYD LDRTD AyDwn?
031033 0°VOWN 07379772 37 11°0°1 °HY2 DK 077 ;WD LOWN W DOnMonn
Ywnm LOWNT N2 CNMWRN MP 0 MIANAT T.50an XY wa omyb
Mond WY Iy WK DY AYaIR DY Nodan oIy by nyownd
LIV NTWRNT CYIRR YW aminoi Mapya anvwaIna ayeaen bwa my
DOONOXIVID DANDNR YN MY et nnben i dx pynh vwnn
DX DOXYN NMWPNT YRR DY NI N0 5TI0wna Mntn nwann
a2 5y Awpew 19IX2 MY N7P0nR OnyT AR oM 0Iva Yw mmnnn
MINoT NPT P0IDWR PO AYUAD T Y YR In owanad vownn
Dy Swnb 0y px nawh ayh o1ab gy nmwpnn oysnx b
JTI0WN2 770HIW NIV DR T0RY 217902 X MY DY 00 nrRromnTT
,0%7Y 5y nyswn? 27 HRO%I0ID W N0 MnbEnbw 7IIR0D AXT 19K
5y DIYWIn ,NID0R ST 1hAYa 197V Pap Ny Ipo 03 oonhnw b
MYDWI IIY°IY WK YT DRn XPNT,AN02 199YIR 02IpRnY 07107
S NIPIW 7D ©.07MOKNM 01707 MYIARI MWW 1nn? N912°% TwR3Y 11K
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