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behavior of Knesset members is that most of them do not

respect the human dignity of their colleagues.

- According to top security officials and leading Palestinians,
daily humiliation of Palestinians by Israelis was a major
cause of the Intifada and sparked hatred and feelings of
revenge toward Israelis.

. Foreign workers in Israel, who number a few hundred
thousand, often suffer humiliation by their employees and
by other Israelis.

« Many lIsraelis traveling abroad — in their rude behavior —
have projected the negative image that Israeli tourists have
in general.

The basic law of Human Dignity and Freedom has not
contributed, so far, to a behavior change. Most Israelis have
never even read the law. An essential question for the future of
Israel is therefore: How can respect of human dignity become
the norm?

Obviously, this cannot be achieved by orders from above.
The development of individual and group awareness of this
human need is a continuing process. Over the past eight years,
we have developed, with a group of behavioral consultants, a
method that organizations can work with. This is a top-down
process which involves the whole staff of an organization —
from the manager to every member. The goal is to discuss the
respect for human dignity not only as an abstract value, but to
explore its actual expressions — for better or worse — in the daily
experience of the participants. Several schools, municipalities,
army and police units, and other organizations, have already
begun to take part in the process. The results are promising, but
this is only the beginning.

We hope that more leaders of more organizations will
partake in this educational process, and perhaps in time, human
dignity will become a basic value in Israeli society.

*k%

Alouph Hareven heads the Human Dignity Program in

Sikkuy, the Association for the Advancement of Civic Equality.



Summary

DO ISRAELIS RESPECT HUMAN DIGNITY?

The need to be respected as a human being and to live without
humiliation is universal. Respect of human dignity is a core
value in most human cultures. In Judaism it derives from the
ancient belief that all humans are created in God’s image. Israel
legislated the Basic Law of Human Dignity and Freedom in
1992, a law that connects the values of Israel as a Jewish state
and as a democracy.

However, human dignity is put to the test in the everyday
conduct toward other people rather than in its expression as a
verbal value, or as a law. Do we recognize each other’s
humanity? Are we indifferent to it, or worse, do we humiliate
other people?

Many Israelis agree that the condition of human dignity in
Israel is problematic. There are of course thousands of Israelis
who respect human dignity — in their families, in their work
place, and toward people who belong to other groups. Yet,
repeated public opinion surveys show that most Israelis see their
compatriots as rude, intolerant, uncivil, and loud.

Human dignity in Israel in abused in several major areas:

- About a million Israelis live in violent families in which the
men abuse their wives.

. Israel heads the list of countries in its rate of violence in the
schools.

. The rate of people killed in road accidents in Israel, is again
one of the highest in the world.

. Lack of respect and humiliation toward new immigrants is

a major barrier to their integration in Israeli society.

. Lack of respect of human dignity characterizes relations
between secular and religious Jews.

. There are many cases in which human dignity is harmed by
the IDF (Israeli Defense Forces), by policemen, and by
public officials. The prevailing public view regarding the
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