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Abstract

American haredim live) prescribe conditions that private schools must
meet, although for many years they were effectively a dead letter. We
found that even though there is still a significant gulf between the law
and its enforcement, the authorities have changed their attitude towards
Ultra-Orthodox schools in recent years. This change is reflected both in a
clear definition of the legal requirements the schools must satisfy and in
investigations of schools that fail to comply with them. This development
has had many repercussions on Ultra-Orthodox communities. Some put
up a fight against the changes, while others try to reach an agreement
with the authorities to raise the level of their secular curriculum. At the
same time we learned that there are many forms of state subsidies for
private schools as well and that the Ultra-Orthodox accept these funds,
while the state seeks to use its grants to influence content and pedagogy.
With regard to these, our research emphasized the Hassidic sector and its
schools, because they are coming under increasingly severe scrutiny by
the state authorities. The issue of funding, on the other hand, is relevant

for all communities and institutions.

This study of Ultra-Orthodox education in the United States also aims at
enriching the discourse about Ultra-Orthodox boys’ education in Israel.
With this in mind, we have gone into detail about the justifications
offered for secular studies, about how American haredim deal with the
challenge of finding suitable teachers and textbooks for secular subjects,
and about the tightening government supervision of how they are taught.
Knowledge about the education of Ultra-Orthodox boys in the United
States can help Israeli policymakers, as well as members of the haredi
community who are interested in opening new institutions, develop
novel ways of thinking and action to promote a greater volume of secular

studies in the Ultra-Orthodox education system in this country as well.

\
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In recent years, however, there has been a major effort by the State of
New York, where most American Hassidim live, to upgrade secular studies
in Hassidic schools. The differences between the schools of the Yeshivish
sectors in the two countries are greater: those in the United States devote
more hours to teaching secular studies than their counterparts in Israel do,
and for more years. We discovered, though, that there has been a decrease
in the number of pupils from this group who have broad exposure to
secular subjects, especially as a result of the Ultra-Orthodox “emigration”
from New York to Lakewood, New Jersey, where the curriculum of the
schools affiliated with the flagship Beth Medrash Govoha (the second-
largest in the world) devotes less time to secular studies. Still, in New York
itself, and in other Yeshivish communities in the United States, there has
not been an appreciable decline in secular studies in recent years. Because
of the unique features of the Yeshivish sector in the United States, we
devote an entire chapter to its schools, which educate roughly half of all
Ultra-Orthodox boys in the United States.

Our research turned up mainly pragmatic justifications for secular
studies, but also arguments for broad exposure to these subjects as
a matter of principle or philosophy. We were surprised to find that a
significant percentage of the faculties in Ultra-Orthodox schools are
not Ultra-Orthodox and that some are not even Jewish. The principals
of these institutions would prefer to have Ultra-Orthodox teachers for
these subjects, but encounter difficulties because of low salaries and
the shortage of haredi men with appropriate professional training. We
also learned about various stratagems for dealing with the challenge of

making textbooks suitable for Ultra-Orthodox boys.

Another premise we examined is that, because of the constitutional
separation of church and state in the United States, government oversight
of Ultra-Orthodox schools is minimal. It is also claimed that, for the same
reason, there is almost no government funding of these schools. We

learned, however, that the laws of New York State (where a majority of



ABSTRACT

The Ultra-Orthodox (haredi) community in the United States, which
numbers around 630,000, is the second-largest in the world, after Israel.
Like its Israeli counterpart, it too is gaining strength, both demographically
and politically; and, again like the Israeli community, it must cope with
problems old and new that relate to and threaten its fundamental values.
Many attributes of the Ultra-Orthodox community in the United States are
rather different from those of Israeli Ultra-Orthodoxy. These differences
are frequently brought up in the public discourse and scholarly literature
about their means of support and employment. It seems, however, that
there has never been a detailed study of their respective educational

systems. The present work seeks to fill this lacuna.

We analyzed two claims made about Ultra-Orthodox boys’ education
in the United States: first, that the curriculum includes a larger dose of
secular subjects than is offered by the haredi systems in Israel; second,
building on the first, that the volume of secular studies in haredi boys’

schools in the United States has decreased in recent years.

Our conclusion is that with regard to the Hassidic sector, the differences

between boys’ education in Israel and the United States are not dramatic.
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