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"It also has regard to the overall context of the various reforms undertaken by)

the Polish Government - of which the present case reflects one problematic aspect

- which have resulted in the weakening of judicial independence and adherence

to rule-of-law standards [...] vividly demonstrates that successive judicial
reforms were aimed at weakening judicial independence, starting with the grave
irregularities in the election of judges of the Constitutional Court in December
2015, then, in particular, remodelling the NCJ and setting up new chambers in the
Supreme Court, while extending the Minister of Justice's control over the courts and
increasing his role in matters of judicial discipline. At this juncture, the Court
finds it important to refer to its judgments relating to the reorganisation of the

Polish judicial system [...] As a result of the successive reforms, the judiciary
- an autonomous branch of State power - has been exposed to interference by the

executive and legislative powers and thus substantially weakened. The applicant's
case is one exemplification of this general trend.")
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